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Reminiscenses of the Clvil War, 1364,

Samuel W. Richards, . 3. Corps Tagtrs, Co. M0, U, 3, A,
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Rorziniscences of the Clvil #ar, 13C1,

Samel ¥, Richards, Y. 3, Corps Fnzlrs, Co, "0M, 71, 3, A,

For many _yeara the two zestions of the sounmtry, MHorth and South,
had been wrangling over the gubjest of alavery until the yerr of 1301, when
the subject sane to a foeus; Fort Juxter w s fired on by the Socuthern Con-
fedarnay, and wr was deslared by the Torth,

I had adways s321d that 4f war ever cae I wonld go to it

Fathar w23 an o fogy, hunker Denmocrat, who had always Yelleved in
slavery, One morning at the breakfast t¢abie belore mother, Blll, and mo, he

311d that his boys wonld never live $o0 3se tho day when thers would te freedox:

for the alavea, I 3ald, ®Father, you don't kmow nbout that.® It was not
many wmonths if4orward when the Proaldent prosizimed the Fdict of Emaneipatlon,
freelng ull.ihe slavea throughout the Mnited 3tntes.

Hqther and T wers Abolitionists, I enlisted In the rognlar aray,
M. 3. Engineers, Jo. 0%, for threoe years, nct bacnuse f was an Abolitionist,
Yut besmise somaone rmat go for the canis of hia scuntry and 3ave the divided
Uaion, Father w:s lying on his bed #lth a bad gold, I sald teo hlr, ™Mid you
kaow I was godng to enldat?® He renlled, "If you want to get shot, gol
T said that if he would not eniist I would., Yot long afterwyard President line
soln iswed his proclamaticn freeing the alaves, I w13 rending the news to

mother, na I had been dolng for a few ye-rs, singe she 3 almost tetally tlind,




and I rend in the évening paper of this »nroclamaticn, I w3 ¢ickled with
the news, reading it out loud to mother; she threw up her huida in delight.
Father came home before nlne olelock and waas reading the paper when I 23aid,
"Father; don't yon remember one wmoraing at the breankfast table you aald

your Voys wonld never ilve to see tho freedom of the slaves,” 27 dontt

knew anything abcut it," he returned, and mother lmzhed right cut. Hother

sald, "T¥yatt, that 1s true what 3am has 3ald; I rementer it very well,”
Father was so dlsconfitted that he wowld not speak all the evening, I
asked wht his old elljues had got to sy now., Yot a word,

Nother sutacridsd for the Wew York "3tandard® and I svbacribed
for the Roston "I.iber.xf.or‘. I was very well agquainted with JFilliam
.1loyd Carriscn and ¥endell Phillips, and had a chat with then nany a time,

1t wia not long before the proclamation s lsaued by President
Lincoln ealling for 75,000 troops to defend the sountry., At thattime I
did not enliszt, twt later on I asav a mtlis notice posted, "7, 3, Engincer
Corps Wanted Immedlately®, and that w:é exagtly my cholce. I went down to
the eniisting offlice and saw Qaptain Ja:;wa.!?irc’..se ge Hc”herson, and teld him
that I hid come to enllit in the Eaglnrer Cornps.  He g3 glad to hear of
it and ordersd the 3ergoant to glve wo a pasza to Ford Independence in
Boston Harbor, where I wag to be sutmitted to examination, I went down
to *"T" Fharf and to my arprize met Pr. Calvin C. Page, an old sshecol mnte,
"That, 312, you enlist? Tou are very fooliah! feu #1311 have to come wmder
my examination; I won't acsept you." That was the first I knew that Dr,
Page w13 an annointed examiner for the United 34qtes Covermment. I go
down to the Fort and all the applicants were ordered into line, moat -

thew enlliting in the 11th ¥+ 3. Infantry, the remalnder in the U, °
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ineer Jorps under Fest Tolnt Of"lcers. Uy trother P11 ouxe down 40 nee
how I succesded, DTr. Pags met Joo and Captain MoTherscn the next day

and acn3vlited about my deafness, Dr., Page knew In my school days I was
deaf, Oaptalh HePherson wanted to knew Dr. Page's opinion about it,

Dr., Page dld not think I would de any worse, and on that ground I was
ascepted, The Cantadn 911d I wias the oniy ocne who cauld lay et his

#O0rk., The next day, Japntemler 30, 1861, I signed the papers.and +a3 glven
my vnifon:,

Wo wculd have gone to Test Point for cur quarters ‘w* .there been
roem enouch, Put now, after many yonrs have pissed, Congress has mnde an
aporopriation of nearly five million dollars for the enlftrgamen{ of grounds
and for more amnle quarters, \

A3 I have 3ail, I enlisted September 30, 12361, Ilibr:;t &%. Yorktom,
Virglala, ny orivate mexorandwas of the dates when I Jeft Fort "I»ndlé;:nendance

for Washington to socuply with the orders of the ¥ Departuent , J" q.ll other
dates from various points, through carelessness of comrades in *ﬁuina, 'wrbng
knapsnsks, .

We marched through the streets in our wmiforms in c.empﬂhy wit?_x
the 1ith 17, ‘3.*Inrantry to Worsester depot, and there et r:zt!«.er,' J’oe\,‘ and
Bi11, and several of 2y friends who hnd come to 2ee ma off for !?silaﬁingfan.

%o arrived thers two days aftersird, in the afterncon., We marched frey the
Baltimore and Chio depot to 4 1/2 Street, near the Cagdtol and :?.'}éjoiining |
the Government Arsemi grounds, where we wore quartersd ln :"our‘h:@use;s on
Confederate Coraoraﬁa, oriveote property conflssated by the nited 3iates

Govermaant. “There the 17, 3, llth:Infantry went 4o thelr caap quarters

I never knew,




Fe occupled all the flowa of the twe=atory wrildinga. We alept on the
bare floor on aur yubber blankets with double woellen blankets over ua,

Our first lessons were In nnrehing in line and the further uae of
musketi, We hnad drilling, aaber, foll exerclses, and pontoon exercisss on
the Potomae River, ‘The 3econd day we had the same drilling agaln until we
2168 moye profisient, |

3everal queer ingidents oscurrad, One day we had bayonet exerslses
ia the form of sharging the ensmy. An order was glven to charge and not to
stop oharzing until we had orders ¢o halt, Wot hearing well, I charged
acro:3 the road, over a fence into a yard, over ancther fence into ancther
yard, when cne of the privites game mrﬁ\ing to me saying, "Thy in the devil
didn't you halt? Captaln Godfry Veltsel gave you the onrler to hali 10;}5
ago!® Vhen I get back in line the boys lawghed at me, aaking if I was go-
ing on to Halifax, Seven and elaven- sound alike to me; so, when orders
are given, it is right face, I Qv . not he:xf 2‘.1’.@.‘5. face, 3ome of the pri-
vates on ny right and l=ft did as I did, thinking I knew more than they;
and in the weantime Oaptain TWeltzel suid if they made the s'we blunder again
he wonld send thc;m to the pnard=house to perform nolice duty for two days,
which meaas all sorts of dirty work whether thoy like it or not,

It made me dispusted, The noxt morning I wont across the rond to
the Captaints office and asked 1f I conid bBe transferred to the Covernment's
drafting, 1a the oity. He tcld me to come to the offise ln the morning,
snying he had a Intter about me from Hajor Ceneral icPherscn, in Miisouri,
He wanted me ¢o lay out plans for some bridzes, ets, etd., and he wonld tell
‘me what %o do. The morning came and he had orders to report to Major Cen=

er2l B, F, Putier in New Orleans, That upzet me, I went back into line

again, et
gal sajor lePherson wag our firat Captain; then Codfry Weitzel and 0, P



Reese. It was then that Major General HcPheracn wrote to 3esretiary of Ungy
Jtanton, 13king that I bve tranaferrsd to his debartment in i asourd for duty.
Tho‘roquest 23 not grmnteﬁ besause wo did not have the full nuxber of one
hundred acsording to Army Remilations, Thers were ninety-3ilx in the scmpany;
subsequently it was brought up to the full nutber,

I w13 prometed to Artifiser, =and w3 commiasary elerk, It was my
duty to go to ths Capitol every mornlng with a requisition, aigned by the
Captain, for ons hunlred loaves of Sread, under aover of the company's cure
avan. In the basement of the capitol w23 an lmense vakery, tnvilt mr-
\poéely for the supply of fresh baked bread every merning for any regiment
within the city.' Commiasary suﬁéiieh for 6ther articles, much a3 beuns,
rige, coffee, sugar, petatoes, soap, deslocated vegotables {sompressed in
cakes of veets, carrots, ets, for 30ups)-were at the ccrmlasary deparinment
in the city. The Government allowed one hundrod pounda per week for
every comrade, I assertained how much food was wanted and what w3 saved,
that 13, not conaumed; this, subtrasted from one hundred pounda Covernment
allowance, loft me credit for so much ¢ash to be drwwn from the énvernxent;
this eash I paid in to the Captain., A caapany's fund was saved up to proe-
vide for our tin platea, kalves, and forks, tin onps, kettl~s and nans, and
whatever mizht be remired, Ve 3tartéd arr fund in thils nanner ¢t Fort
Indapendence and hxd guite a find in Tashington. All thedte requisiticns
zere drawn asdording to Amy Repulatlons and aigned Ly the Captain every
morming in Tashington City, Put in the amy w» had hard $ask instend of
bread. I hive no recollection now how we wore supplded with provisions after
we broke up and left the glity on our marsh for Yorktown, the batile ground,

I 715 not commlasary clerk then btut there wis 1 sock provided for us,



e murched from T-shington for Yorktcewn In the morning and had mnde
thirteen mlles; we blvouagcked in a cora fleld, the toughest sleep I ever had,
with corn stalks atuek up in my back, no vy to strotch myrelf, with a rubler
blanket under me and s doudle blanket over me., Te had a roll 6¢all nt 4.30
As He and after broakfist wo contimed our march te Yorktoim., e divouvacked
en the elpe of the woodsy it ralned Al night and my blankets wet. through, oy
face gettlng a slean wrsh, Te had not many yarda 4o go where we pitched cur
tents in front of the fort., The next Jday we had orders 4o mahe 21l tho
gablons we conld for a fort nearby, nearly 1400, The gations are of poles,
eicht of then to 2 g;a‘oiont,v gt in the woods as well as willow stems. Thene
poles are abeut 3' &7 long Y 2! 6* wide on ton, the ends cut 4c 2 peint ine
gide and cﬁtai&a alternately; they are placed on a line, one gabisn placed on
top of another vntil it reachel five or six gcurses high; they ars filled with
3¢0lid earth from the bottom teo the top, or built as high as dictated, There
is another row behlind, about 3! or 10' in dapth, which leaves s0lld earth in
between and leaves a parapet on top of the wall a little less than the width
at the bettom, On the inside of the wall are plased gmbions again about 4!
wide tc allow for steps to get up to the ptzmpez; znd where the ¢ nnens are
plaged, Torts are buuf according to clrcumsdances; it ia a hard laboricus
#ork. Then nacesslty arises pits are Wilt in the shape of 2 3aw 4coth, lald
out in the night time, o are in line, #7ch cne hiz 2 shovel and piske-axe m
his shoulder, cdigs a hole 4! aquare, 4! deen, about 10' apwrt, The peginental
general is notified, all troops sterplag in these amares, heaving the earth
towarda the snemy. In this z-nner a trench 2 wile long ls mnde vefore treck-
fa5t, But in my c299 I wis not Rllowad 1o Zo out in the night tine. In the

day time I still continued the trensh a3 1 #:1 batter nsrotected, In the af=

terncon I put dosn 2 cadle wire in the ground with a white tape around it, to




continue my line to the next wire, about 15! apurt, proceding towrrds the first
#ire to take up. Just s I ateooped ovar the tape a great shell from the Tord
pg:sed over my hend, which turned me and my @2 three-marters of the way
arouvnd by the force cf the air; the ohell burat below me, and cne plece strusk
the gromd 14! from me, bturied in the gronnd 4%, Remembhoering the locality,
ir I ever scme back to Yorktewn again, I will find that butded rellic and tnke
it homa, I had nmy ¢iatle on the front of &y @an which tql& the gunnera thut
I was of the Enginser Corns and 4o got ua out of the range quiskly., The
next morning we diverted the sttention of the gumners by tilding a domaged
military rosd in the roar. |

It h2d been rinlng for twe dn?a; at night a new guard mount wna
formed, I hanpensed to Ye named 23 one of the ards. My »oat wiv frea
post two to nost cne, 7o all knew Ceneral Porter wis to reinforce us with
ten thermnd trécpa. While on uy post, {two, my onlers were tc allow no one
to pasamy 1ine, I waa wet through, the night wia very dark, and m& tusket
w8 mver;ed tnder my art. A3 I wis wlking from post two 40 nost one, I feld
a great splash of mud hit my face, I suidenly reached out my hand and unox=
poctedly grabtéd hold of a horiets nostrils and comnandeé; "altl Fho cowes
here?® Th§.001cnel apoke his name. I told him he conld not arews my line,
but if he turned to the left and up about 3C0 feet he could biveuac where
he hd a mind to, I ¢alled for the Jorporil of the tunard, noat two., Put
¢he mischlef hil already been done. I did not know what the troudle was
until my *wo hours were up and a relief puard sume to take ny place, I was
seaking wet through and wnable to trke of wy coat, a shilly nnd dark night
too. It w13 then abeout two o'clock In the merning. The Cornoral of the
guard told me what I had done and 3ndd I wewld pet reprimanded for 4his,

I told him I cteyed orders, I then expiainod to him and ~sked hinm how I



3

could ¢2ll cut any sooner, .}‘TO W gelng to» rerort ms, I tclé him I wished
he woeuld rerert s and he wonld sae what wonld come of 1t., I met Sergeant
Tenger and I asked hlnm for permlasion to apenk te my Capiiln, O, P, Reese.
He crdered me to the gnard=hcuse, I teold himy "Go to the devill I will

2o s

take my own vresnonsibility.”

*Q?,ew'ﬂc&r‘-aiatﬁg A3y ynid-Sxdly richt ~ Yoo Pask-ta -ydur tert.—

£

By hore dg therguard Sonindnel,” I hurrled to my Captain's tent, The
aptain ¢owme out, I sald, ®Captaln C. D. Reesa, I came to speak my mindi®

Mert Tha Capbooion edod (reodta, .

®Shy, certuinly, Artlficer Richards, 31y wht you plerse.?

#T¢ was I who made this mischief 3o sarly this norning; I was on
post twe to post one, xnowing General Porter w3 to rainforce 13 Ly ten
thousand troops., Uhlle I was on my post, two, a great aplash of zud owne in
my fsce, and I commanded, ”“‘.“.l‘t;t %ho gomes here?® Tha Qolonel opoke hil.si
auwe, I 101d him he cculd not ¢ress wmy line Wt to durn to ths left and up
adeut 300 feat where he sould bivouas where ha hid a mind td. Alrendy 400
or 500 _tfoops had erozzed my line, alaming Censral NsClellsn, Rumside,

“ Hoolrter, yourself and others, W;hﬁt sore oould I do. It 13 not my fanlt,
That's all.® _

What Genernl Hgllellnn did with Sergeant Venger is mere ¢han I know,
But cexrtainly I was never mut on post again at nicht time, I obeyed orders,

The nexti day there wi3 some relief from dudy; those whe had had ne
opportunity for their lmndry did it then,

Jomotime during 4-1s week it wig 3uapacted that the radeis wore
going to evacuate the fort., Early the next week, at four otclock in the
moraing, there was gre=t hurrah arand ovr tent; the rebels had evacunted the
fort, as expected, and had gone to Filliamaturg, Te followed shertiy after

ward, and I hnd my ear blistered 24 Tillilamadurg., 78 alept on cur rubter



blankets in the md, and the next moraing I sonid net turn my neck. I #ags
sont to the Thite “euse cxﬁy, remaining therethroe weeks. I w3 refused
thres appllcations to return to éy Jempany, and this wis the Jast I saw of
ther:, They ¢11led me n five cent barter becanse 1 ;ut hair or shaved faces
for five centa.

Te hwl one deserter, a German, at Yorktown, Only a few of ua
wore on the alsk 113t for any ewaze, chiefly Yowel complaint, Our food
w2g geoed, excent yellow bacon; ithe GoVornment 218 imposed u?on,Atut this
w23 gvocdily rectlified, I threw away my bﬁpén, but had pork as a sube
stitute, _

The Amy 13 the besﬁ plnce to hring out ong'a niture %nd gharacter
exactly a3 cne la3, | |

Cne weck's serv;an 8xposes your ﬁptitude.

Wever gcmplain of food at home,

My estoomed comrade, Filliam H, Foas, Civil Enginnor in the
Surveyorts Departiont, Boaton, waa taken nrisoner and marched ¢o lLibby
Prison; mbsequently he wn3 taken down with typhoid fever; after hls
recovery he was exchanged,

At the river wore our ﬁontoon boats. I was standing three fest
from John Oarr, when he was shot in the hip and badly wounded., It was
stronge I was not shot. I hava never been wounded, or any time sick, ex=
cept for the blister,

Thile thé battle wis goling on at Filllamsturg I had ne news of
where our Company wers at that time; but I heard that we were retreating
from Richmond., In the menntime I was ordersd from White House Cmnp baok
to Yorktown., I was rejolced over my good luck to leave the g~mp., I
stayed in Genorml HzGruderts old prison hause, 3o 0alled, oocunying the

attis.

surgecn 3evance ¢f Roston attended me throuzhl was well and happy.
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I w15 told to 3top up my ears every nizht with cotton wool, There were
plenty of enrwigs and centinedes crawling on my bed every nipht., There
were dops litermily covered with woodtloka,

It w3 Dr. 3evance who brought my nwume up to Jurgeon Thecton,
in charge of Ycrktown. An onderly cune to my chaunber with exrdars t¢ renort
at Headgquarters, e asied 1f I was Artificer Richards, I renllad tht I
was. He ocrdered me to 3it at the desk, 23 a ¢lerk, to keep all paners and
answepr all correspondence, I declined. Ho nsked 1f I meant 4o discbey
enlera, I teld him 1t was not an order. He asked ny mihority for it;
On the mantelpiece wis the Amy Regulailon which 3ay3: "o privatej, or sulw
ordinats of "lecers on the sick list shdl perform mny duty®, Ho then ordered
me tagk to my quartsra. Had I not heard-freq:fently gonnlainds of‘insufficiezit
food, partlouiarly of meat, I would gladly have ¢s:upled the position, tut _
I did not want to be drawn in as a witneas; It would have given me eighteen
gents n day extra pay,

Then I haé an opportunity to see Torktown, the fort, nmasazine,
azmminition, and guns, I tried to find the gn that shot tho 3shell over
wy head, vt I ccuwld not in which angle the grn was firsd, I had ample time
to leente the Jusky shell for a reilc twuried In the pround when I was laying
cut the rifle nits, Put the rifle pité 3aid eut durlng the zmmen{ time of
war in Furope are anltogether different. - | |

I saw o nuzmber of Mecntrabands?®, a tera which Ceneral Putler origi-
nated, The father of 2 family was 30ld to 4 nited 3tatea Jeaator from
South Carolina for 21300; the mother wis sold a short time after for £400
t0 30me other state, At the time we were there they were still ilving in
Yorktown, after a separation of seven yeara. Tlow they aver got back there

again I could not understand,
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e foraged out cns day for what we conld find and see. Ina
desorted cabin we found sevsral sacks of corn. 7 staole four sacks, and
for twenty=Tive cents had a darky cook me four hce ¢nkes out of one sick;
and he kept the balance for his sarvice, Thnt wiz hls calovlaticn Put
whe stole my two sachsl

‘Fhen wo heard that Ceneral HsClellan was evacunting Rishmend, word
w23 gent to Surgeon Theston to pack vy and vacalte; tut where we were going
te nodody knew, There were 1700 invallds 4o 3111 on two larce stemers,
It w3 here I lost my knapsazk; alainly marked, leslng all of my aketches,
private mpers and memorinduns, ‘Sveryt%zim; ¥33 in a hurried bustle and gone
fusion, and we were om board the stearmer 3. 3.'lewls, sailing firzt,-bcrore
sundown. At last we arrived at Portsucuth Grove Hostoltal, Narragansett
Bay, Providense, Rhode Island. I slept on deck for three nights and two
days, I w13 the scoond one to get off the asteuser 4o hel» pitch up the
tante for the invalids, There were a great many suffering. Several amputae
ticns were to be parformed; tut they wers deferred until we had landed early
in the moring, in twelve new darrasks., I w3 Iln one ¢f them for the present
I had not been long pitching teats when I was ondered to Headguarters. Soon
afteryird 2 roll w3 oalled and I was mt down 23 a deserter, ny orler 4o
Headquarters not being reported soon encugh, The Mrgecen in sharge, Dr. L. A,
Edwards, ordered me to oscuny a dask and take charge of the deseription lista
of all invailds arriving and to arrive, and of their effecta whsa requeated.
In three woeka I vacated my barrack and wms glven an attis of a private dullding
all 4o myself, I had been there only four weeks when 3 lairge éteamar a~neared
and I was notifled te go on board and take all descrintive 11ats ¢f 3ix hundred
and fifty Invallida, to te assigned in the new barrasks, I did act retire to.

my attic »mil two cteleck in the morning, scum~letely tired cut., The next day
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w23 taken up with the arrwgerent of the lists and the asalisnment of wards

and beds, On all descriptive 1ists o e given the man's realfence, 3tate,
Caunty, and City, in ¢asze of his demise. In enase of Jdenth the rment's fame
ilies were notified and thelir effecta =ware sant by exnress. A mijoridy of
the expanse wia pald; the rest was pald cut of wmy posket, o3t of the deaths
gure from ohronle diarrhesa, 23 wis the ¢xze of Tr, Calvin G, Page, 1 was
present at the post movtem of many of these gnses, with Dr, Coclldze, o?
Poston, one of tarlve smrceons, one to aa&h wnfd. As faat a3 tho mtlents
resovered thay were sent to :heir-regimenta.

Sowe smart tricks were dlayed. Cne patlent nretendad he could not
tend his leg 2t the knee., He had sueh a raving anpetite every diy and looked
30 rosy that the surroon darbted hia story., The surgoon then mgyested the
idex of pttiing hln under annesthetic, nnd the steward thovcht thet wouid be
goed, Fhile under 4reatment the surgeon 321d out loud, "ALl who can, un or
hop when I 3ay 'Firal'®™ Then the man was aliont 4o comm 40 his zenzes the
surgecn 2:lled the elothsa off, the leg wns miled out stralzht a3 ever, Then
tPirelt rang ont; the men zcattered, and the milent ran with them, The
doctor %l him he had playsd that gare long encugh; he wenld send him back to
his regiment ths naxt merning,

Another trick wis nlaysd on Theart f2ilure®, Jomohor the patlent
got hold of some lodine, and Mt socwe on cloth to his left alde, On examinace
tion day for dlachargs of patients when his turn came the surgeon asked hin
what his tronble 13, The patlent 31id that he had paln and heart trontle,
The surgeon lifted his shirt, mlled off the rvy, finding no 3w#elling or color.
The surgeon saidt 21 know shere the naln is; It 1s your reciment; I'31 zend you

back te=morrow norningl?

B A —
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There waas Xajer Warner, an architect, who had charge of the grounds,
and the faver was to be asked of him for permission to bBeoll our laundry ina ®
hoapltal tent, from a stove we raked up sanewhors, The grounds were regnlare
1y policed, and theare were proporly mounted puards. Te were in a guandary
hor wa could manage $0 cocok our weat., e were to cbaserve ground regulations,
but how %o keep glear of Majoy Farnerts perspactivel Fe watched his hours
at night and found 4them in«r-'l.x'mbiy from 10.30 to 11 otoluck. Then it wna
glear road to uz, We had a 113t of the guard momunt =nd knew who a«s on the
poat s6 thut we could mn the guantlet, Unt all the puarda were in the ring.
After 11 otclock, turan were takan‘ to go tc Hewport, nbdout alx miles, and
bring back what provizions and megt were needed, letting our dolled clothes
go, There ware sush restrictlons plziaed on food that there w3 great dis-
satisfiotion., Hany visitors brovght ao man;r. delicncisa that they inter-
fored with the regular diet llst under the physicluna! orders. That is the
rasgon we got up thls ring for our;elvas, unknewn. T2 baked our roast beef
and tied stringa under cots clone enongh to lay thiock alices on. Fo had
everything #¢ wanted, and it waa nova'r knowm,

Bpiacopalian ministers went on to Washington, D, C., at the instane
of a comnittee from Providenze, Rhode Ialand; to lay before the Jar Departmentt
these grievanzes of poor food and insufficlency of boef. The agcravation
wa3 so great and alamming that the War Department orlored’ 2 thoreugh investls
gation at Portmmouth Grove Hospital, Narrecanssti Bay, Twd of flcers cune
on from Fashington to arrest him for ccurt-martial. The result w3 thot he
w13 convicted, diacharged from the Amry, nnd fined 35,000,

A letter o written to me by Hr. Park that Dr, Henry G. Clark, fore

merly City Physiclan of Roaton, requested that I should ¢all and see him aas
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socn as poasidle., I showed this le‘ter to urgeen Fdwards in charge, and
applied for a furlough for three days, The requost wis deferred for a whole
week, I called o ses Mr. Jiark the following week., I w2a to take the
piace of a Ownsdlan, a3 o alerk, who wont ¢ut for his beer often, Dr. Clark
wa3d Inapector-in-Chlaf of all the hospitals In the Army, and heid his anpoindg-
ment from the Saritary Camlssion in 'J'ashlnf;ton; he apprelinted me us hia
private sesret:ry. His ocntret with the Qermissicn was for zeven ionths
at 1000 4 month, with the privileze of returning to Roston every two w-oka,
I was held by Dr, Edwands, 23 he was reapenaidle to the Coverament for uy
presence, After several sorompnications I indused Dp, Glark to interview Sur-
geon General Hmarmond and 3ecretary of Tar Stanten and nsk that I should be
discharged frem the Arsy a3 of no futheruse, In a few days I wma informed
of my discharge from the Amay by Dr. Tdw:arda, Ancther steamer arrived with
three hundred and aixty invalids, which took me five days to enter on the 114,
including their deseriptions and addresses, I received eighteen cents a day
extra gservigce. I wia disqha.rgad from the Amy January 31, 1863,

Prom Rosten I preceded to the 3anitary Cownlaslon at 7ashington.
I was obliged to undc most af the Canadian's work. The dutles wers very
arducus, |

The Sanitary Cormission wns incorporated in Tashington and centrolied
by the Reverend Nr, Bellows, the ﬁévemnd Dr. Burcher, Pr, Daizlass, and
Prederick law Olmsteid, of Central Park fme, =md others for the welfare and
interest of all hosplitals in the Army.

Uy firat Mties were to enlist all the prineinal and lending ohyaicians
in the United 3tates in their reapective locilitiss to undertake, 2t their ‘

pieamure, the task of examining hoaéimls and anawsering forty-seven questions

assording to 1lists provided for eash physiclan, For thosze accepting credentizla
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agredentiais were made cut to glve them anthority to make reporta, 3ome
physiciana would have 03 many a3 3lx hospitala to report on a3 to conditlon
ef ground, ventilatlon, food, service, labor, ete.

Por their services and an honor to themseives, they were pro-
vided with 2125 for eagh two weeks service, each paying his own expenses,
Trese re=norta were wrltten on foolscap paper, sontalning aixty to elghty
prges; scme reports would excel othera in thelir merita, TFour repoerts canme
in one we~k, There wero abovt forty~five phyalslans engaged for the
service, whish ocupled nearly the whole time ¢f the gormiisaien. For
seven weeks 1 did not rotire uwntll =fter twelve otolock. When I caushd up
with the bulk of the work I then had more lax tlne for myzel{; thereafter
I quli my labors night-tine,

Thomis 3tarr King, of Hclllas Stme4 Church, Boston, in his mube-
l1ie patriotlc addresses in 3an Francisco did more for the welfare of the
soldiers in the hospitals than any man or scalety, The first week I was
in the Cumnission, 2100,000 was contrituted for the 3anitary Comslssion;
in three weeks £200,000 more was aontrituted,

I went to the theatre every 3aturday night, The theatres wero
orowded, mostly with military officers and privates. Here wng uy fun for
me after 30 many nights of hnralzabor. Patrel gunr™'s were on exsh side of
the street. The theatre opened at eight ofslock., An offleer, with
twelve guards, stops at the theatre and enters; he foes to the front and
askes each one for “ias night nmas; if the pasa is not sountersigned after
nine ofclock the man is ordered cut in charge of a gpard at the door. The
officer flies cut of the theatre with his priascners into the rmnks of the
guards on the sidewilk to the gnard-house, Reglmental officers are not-

ified of the prisonera trken in, 3nd they return ¢o their regiments.
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Aloitlos Hognital 1s 2 zmdlepox hospital for deserters fronm
the Amuy. Architec4ts, enginserys, and dravghtauen hal refused 4o make plans
for this hospital for fear of oatshing smallenox. Dr, Clark had o sure
gonvictlon that there-would be no danger for me, and had me make plans of
it for file on record, Then I got through, the hause phyaleian gave me
*four fingera® of high Bourben whlakey to cqxnternst all 1l2s. This spot
wig altuated nbout four miles from thé ¢ity., The only regret I have wis
that T did not visit MHount Vernon while I was there.

Thare is cne more ascapxie I g¢an recerd, In the re:r of cur foarr
heouses where I slept was 2 larce fie1d pasture., Tho posts were :rcm one to
three, ©One night I was on o3t one; and was plaged where I corld guard
part of the fleld and the front of the Wilding, It was so dark that I
cevld hardly see my hand., The puard on post 4we npproached me 4o know what
723 the maozet about, I had walked against and stunbled over a cow's homs;
it was the muaket £:lling on the ocow's hoofs that mide the racket.

On ancther scccasion I wnlked from the quarters with a conrade for
exercise when he forgot something., I still kent on wnlking leisurely when
I found I was 30 near tthe® Aveﬁne, a3 they eadl 1t (14th 3treet), that I
kept on the Averwe uvntil .I cune to 2 residence where I was agquainted,

A servant who was on the sidewalk wentd into the house to 3ay that I was
outside =nd the guards were coming. The servant was told to have me come
in, After shaking hands with cne of the ladles, I was told to go right .

in the cloaet, way back, and cover myself wlth the clothcs there. Praseﬁt}y
the officé r of the guard knocked onm the doer and wno admitted. He asked

if there was any private here, She said she didn't 3ee any. Thon.the

of “iger disappeared, I was almost suffoented from hiding =0 long behind

petticoats, I wna somewh:t relleved., The two ladies were sitting at the




table guietly sewing. I sont the servant out for dwo quarta-af ice~cram,
leaving thers at 11.30. If I had thought beforehand that I was golng
so far a3 the Avenne, T would have asked for a pass, gevntersigned, I
got out of it,
I finally éloaed up tht part of Dr. Clark's centrazt and came
homo, I atayed In his offloe all winter, flnishing up odds and ends.
There Wiz 1o night but what arcests wers made, I went te 2
Masonis Lodge one night and my nelzhbor was a United 3I4ates Government
apy and detective, At Headmarters he was told that threco men and a woman,
seming from Baltiuore, would ask for & pa:s on a buat for Alexandriz.
The spy went on aherd, Early in the morning I went down to the Potanag
River for a bnth, About five oteleck, on my way back to my rcom, I met the
spy on Pennaylvanla Averme; he was handeuffed o two men, a asrgeant to
anothey man ané a woman following, all on their way to the ceniral puard-
house. They wore locked up frem seven otclcak to four o'clock without
any menls, This:apy, of oovrie, was not known 13 2 spy. That's the game.
The way of it was as the spy oxpla;ne& tome., The apy got shead 10 Alex-
andria; the sergeant wis told to matoh the three mon nnd the women.  When
the apy droppsdihia handkerghiaf wis the aslgnal to haadeulf thew; they ware
then marched to the boat to the centril guamd-howse, hile in the spaoious
gell, the thres nen would tell of their tritul+tlons and the spy would lize
ten to all fhwt was sald, Then the 3py muta in the story that il he had
cnly known this Yefore he sould have got them a pnas, and knsw the wan he
meant, The spy was very artful to bring cut further informition for
ancther satsh., The Jornoral of tho puard oame to the gate then and asked
if Mr, 30 and 3o wis here; pretending he didn't hoar he was asked agaln; he

then steps up to the gnte and is told, "lord Iyona wants to see you"., Then
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the gate is opened and the apy goes daowm-atalrs, out of the tuilding aboud
his Yusiness. The amount takea from the nriscners wis $10,000 and &2 ,000
‘frcni the woman, The 3uze any oame to the Sanitary Coum-lasicn to see
Dr, Deuglass, the Superintendent of the COm:'nia.éion, inpiring for or, biille_r_.
Prasently he came intoc the voom; they stepped aside, The doctor was asked
to mut on his hat, ‘Then they went to Sandqu:xrt.ers. I came down=-atalrs
Juit in time to see Dr, Hiller arrested,
Hy task ia finished, After leaving Dr. Clarkts Bffice I retumed
to my legitiante tLusineas, ?s‘ra;evaring for a pém{mem poasition, I was
apioyed with the Eapire City Subway Compuny. During vasatlen seascn, in
Qctoter on my return fros Gamﬁridge, thore wna pmii iched a pension fund
‘f’b'rifall empleyed, 6:5013 one having a sopy of its conditicns and signing 1t.
' The principal point wa: thit no cre should Se enpioyed aftor the
age of 70, but should be retired. At thet tiume I was to retire I was 79
yeara old, btut I xa%mageé tc retire cme yoar later for further nesessary
earnings. I retired Jamuary 1, 1923, I had heen there 35 resrs and

5 moritha, regeiving a pension of $21.16 per month,
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